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anticipated from it a painful death ; or the alternative
explanation might be suggested, that he found his absence
from Carthage so painful that he was impelled by this
pain to return thither. Surely, whether from the ethical
or the psychological standpoint, this form of the hedonic
theory, when applied to such instances of hard choice,
appears hardly less fantastic than psychological hedonism !
Surely it is obvious that men do often carry through a line
of action which is to them painful in every phase, in the
contemplation of it, in deciding upon it, and in its execution
and achievement! Consider the more familiar instance
of the father who feels himself impelled to inflict severe
punishment upon a beloved child, such as the withholding
from it the enjoyment of something to which they had
both looked forward, hoping to enjoy it together. At
every stage the father hates the necessity laid upon him,
and knows that he himself is sacrificing a keen pleasure
and undertaking a painful task. It would be absurd to
say that the father's conduct is sustained by the pleasure
of the thought of the improved conduct or character of his
son which the punishment may bring about. Even if at
times he may find consolation in this thought, it can be
but momentarily ; and such pleasure will be in the main
wholly submerged and neutralised by his sympathetic
pain and by the violence he does to the immediate
promptings of parental love.

Instances of purely habitual and quasi-mechanical
actions are not less decisive. We sometimes find ourselves
performing some trivial familiar action, without having
intended or resolved to do it, but merely because we
happen to be in a situation in which this action is habitu-
ally performed ; as when one winds up one's watch on
changing one's waistcoat. Such "absent-minded" ac-
tions involve a minimum of attention, but are nevertheless
conations ; they are the expressions of habits, and seern to
be independent of pleasure and pain, whether anticipated
or experienced at the moment. Such an action is immedi-
ately induced by the sense-impressions of the moment;
they bring into play the specialised conative disposition
which is the habit. Such actions, better perhaps than